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many other casesj the motor issue of the excitement of
the instinct is not a single reaction or a single or repeated
movement of one kind, but a chain or series of reactions,
each step of which brings about a new situation that
evokes the next step.

In mammals the second stage of the process of fertilisa-
tion is complicated by the necessity of bringing the sperm
cells into the near neighbourhood of the egg, while the
egg still remains within the womb of the female ; this
being the only place in which the fertilised egg finds the
conditions necessary to the earlier stages of its develop-
ment. In order that the sperm cells may be brought
into such a position that they may of their own feeble
powers of locomotion reach the egg in the womb, the
male is provided with the organ of intromission, the penis,
and the female with the vagina or sheath, the antechamber
to the womb./And to the same end the sex instinct is
modified and complicated in such a way that the second
stage of the process of fertilisation, the emission of the
sperm cells by the male, is no longer excited by the mere
proximity to, or by mere contact with, the female. It is
necessary that the organ of the male shall enter the ante-
chamber of the womb, and that emission of the sperm
cells shall not take place until this is accomplished.] In
order that the second stage of fertilisation shall be com-
pleted in this manner, the sex instinct of the male requires
to be complicated on its perceptive as well as on its execu-
tive side./ The male accordingly is endowed, not only
with the capacity of recognising the female, but also with
the capacity of singling out the entrance to the womb.
And on its executive side the male's instinct is complicated
in such a way that he is impelled to embrace the female
and to introduce his organ to the vagina, and thereupon
to execute movements which, by stimulating the highly
sensitive skin of the organ, excite the emission of the
sperm cells The sex instinct of the mammalian female
requires less modification than that of the male ; for, her
role being passive and receptive rather than active and
aggressive, she does not need to be innately endowed
with the capacity of singling out the male organ aud of